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CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 7737 

EO 11652: GDS 

SUBJECT: HELICOPTER PURCHASE BY GN 

1. (C) LAST MONTH A TEAM CONSISTING OF TWO GN OFFICERS 
AND TWO MEMBERS OF OUR MILGP TRAVELED TO DAVIS MONTHAN 
AFB, ARIZONA FOR THE PURPOSE OF INSPECTING AND SELECTING 
FIVE USED UH1B HELICOPTERS ALLOCATED FOR FMS PURCHASE 
UNDER MIMEX 1423. THE TRIP WAS HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 

AND THE TEAM WAS ABLE TO SELECT EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD 
HELICOPTERS FROM THOSE THAT ARE NOW ARRIVING FOR 
STORAGE FROM VARIOUS GUARD AND RESERVE UNITS. THE 
REPORTS AND PHOTOS BROUGHT BACK BY THE GN OFFICER 
PLEASED GENERAL TORRIJOS GREATLY. THE GN HAS SINCE 
REQUESTED THROUGH THE MILGP THE OPPORTUNITY TO BUY 
SEVEN ADDITIONAL UHIB HELICOPTERS AGAIN SELECTING 
FROM THOSE AIRFRAMES NOW ENTERING THE STORAGE FACILITY. 
THIS REQUEST HAS BEEN SUBMITTED THROUGH DOD CHANNELS 
(REFERENCE COMUSMILGP PN MSG. DTG 162141Z DEC 75) 

2. (C) GEN TORRIJOS ENVISIONS DEDICATING FIVE OF THE 
12 HELICOPTERS TO THE PANAMANIAN AIR FORCE FOR 
TRAINING. ARMED COVER, AND GENERAL PURPOSE MISSIONS. 

FOUR WOULD BE USED BY VARIOUS GOVERNMENTAL MINISTRIES 
AND AGENCIES FOR GENERAL TRANSPORTATION AND THREE 
WOULD BE USED PRIMARILY FOR CANNIBALIZATION OF 

SPARE PARTS AND MAJOR COMPONENTS. THE EXTREMELY 
FAVORABLE PRICE (APPROXIMATELY $50,000 PER HFJ.I- 
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FOR THE GOP. 

3. (C) HIGHLY RECOMMEND STRONG STATE SUPPORT IN 
FACILITING THIS PURCHASE. SPECIAL CONSIDERATION 
WILT. BE REQUIRED SINCE THIS EQUIPMENT HAS YET TO 
BE OFFERED BY DOD TO OTHER COUNTRIES THROUGH THE 
MIMEX PROGRAM. WE HAVE GREAT CONFIDENCE THAT 
THIS PURCHASE CAN BE A POSITIVE STEP IN ALL 
RESPECTS IN VIEW OF GEN TORRIJOS INTEREST AS WELL 
AS THE EXCELLENT QUALITY OF EQUIPMENT AND THE FAVOR- 
ABLE PRICE. 

JORDEN 
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